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CPR Induced Consciousness: Insights from ambulance staff 
Craig G Jackson, Helen Pocock, Andrew Claxton, Charles D Deakin

● CPR induced consciousness (CPR-IC) describes 
witnessed consciousness during CPR without 
having return of spontaneous circulation1 

● Increasing discussion in literature around the 
incidence but not routinely reported by EMS1 

● Being unable to quantify incidence makes it 
difficult to understand trends and determine if it is 
a prognostic indicator2 

● ePR search identified only a few cases (n=3)

● 87 survey responses

● 62 (71%) responses qualified more than 3 
years

● 70 (84%) respondents witnessed CPR-IC and 
31 (37%) witnessed more than once 

● Manual CPR (67%) was reported to be in 
progress more than mechanical CPR

● 47 respondents (56%) reported lack of 
confidence in dealing with CPR-IC

● Free text ePR search in one English 
ambulance service over a 10-year period. Terms 
associated with CPR

● Internal anonymous questionnaire shared 
internally. 13 multiple choice questions. Multi-
response was offered in some questions to  
enable report on multiple patients

● Data collection: Presentation, frequency, 
presenting rhythm, impact on patient care and 
condition at hospital handover

● Ambulance staff do not often report on ePR 
CPR-IC 

● Data is limited due to reliance on staff recall 
and cyber attack

● Suggestion for implementation of data 
collection feature on ePR for CPR-IC could 
enhance understanding of the significance

Conclusion
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