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Background
Just some background for context.  Frequently barriers to the use of grey literature (GL) identified in the literature (Marsolek 2018 and others) are:
· Discoverability and findability - it’s very hard to find GL.
· Cataloguing and metadata - inconsistent application of guidelines / standards.
· Storage and management - documents in atypical formats are harder to manage than conventionally published materials.
More recently these barriers have been addressed by: 
· OAI PMH allowing data sharing with Knowledge and Library Hub and aggregators such as CORE and BASE;
· Dublin Core (DC) providing a universal tool for creating metadata. DC is implemented in DSpace and can easily share data through OAI PMH;
· most documents are now born digital. Digitisation costs for print items are low making it easy to convert to a digital format.  Digital objects are easier to manage in the repository; 
· repositories provide a ready-made infrastructure to store and distribute electronic full text.
Developments in NHS repositories have made more GL available. However, to fully realise the benefits of GL for our users for literature searching and systematic reviews should we consider a consistent approach to creating metadata.  This would be a virtuous circle, as it feeds directly up the discovery chain.


Grey Literature Minimum Data Set
This describes a minimum set of information to enable description of GL and its discovery via repositories, the Knowledge and Library Hub and aggregators (CORE and BASE).
Reference Elements
Information would typically be taken from the front matter. Where the information is lacking or unclear, for example if a work is unpublished, it is appropriate to take a view on the key elements of the item description. 
· Author(s): if no author(s) is present, it may be deduced from the context, electronic metadata or personal communication. Omit if no author is found.
· Title: if there is no title, create a title that describes the item accurately.
· Date: if there is no date, take from electronic metadata, personal communication or estimated based on probability. If no date can be found use n.d.
· Source: if there is no source, it may be deduced from the context, for example corporate entities/authors for official reports.

	Essential Elements
	Example

	Author(s):  Who is responsible for this work?
	Holland, Matt., et al. 

	Date: When was this work published?
	2024

	Title: What is this work called?
	Guideline for adding Grey Literature to NHS Repositories

	Source: URI. Where can this work be retrieved?
	DOI or URL.  If the work is made available via a repository as GL or an unpublished work the repository may/will assign a persistent URL (PURL) or handle e.g. http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12417/1823

	Source: Publisher. Who made this work available if not the author?
	LKS ASE

	Desirable Elements 
	Example 

	Subject Heading 
	Grey Literature

	Resource Type†
	Guideline

	Media Type††
	Document


Resource Type†
There are several Resource Type lists.  This list is adapted from the Controlled Vocabulary for Repositories Resource Types 3.2 (CVR) for healthcare/NHS GL purposes.  An agreed list of GL resources can be added to the Resource Type lists (dc.type) for your repository.  Suggested additional terms are in the left-hand column with equivalent CVR terms, where they exist, in the right-hand column in the table below.
	Suggested additional GL Resource Types
	Controlled Vocabulary for Repositories (CVR), note the list is hierarchical. 

	Conference paper
	conference paper

	Conference poster
	conference poster

	Case report
	

	Conference programme
	conference output

	Data set
	dataset (with sub categories) 

	Government report
	

	Guideline
	

	Letter
	letter

	newsletter
	

	Policy report
	policy report 

	Patient information
	

	Podcast
	

	Poster not presented at a conference
	

	Preprint
	preprint 

	Presentation not presented at a conference
	

	Quality improvement report 
	

	Report
	report (with sub categories) 

	Thesis or dissertation
	thesis

	Third sector/charity report
	

	Unpublished manuscript
	

	Webinar
	

	Working paper
	working paper


Media Type††
The following list of Media Types is based on Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th Edition.
	Animation

	Artwork

	Audio recording

	Computer file

	Document

	Film

	Image

	Music

	Photograph

	Podcast

	Transcript

	Video

	Webinar


Qualified Dublin Core
An example of the minimum data set using Elements and Qualifiers from the Dublin Core. If Dublin Core is the underlying architecture of the system you use, information may be assigned to different Dublin Core Elements and Qualifiers depending on how your system is configured.
	DC Elements (Essential)
	DC Qualifiers
	Example 

	dc.title
	
	Guideline for adding Grey Literature to NHS Repositories

	dc.contributor
	author
	Holland, Matt., et al. 

	dc.date
	issued
	2025

	dc.publisher
	
	LKS ASE

	dc.identifier
	DOI
	

	DC Elements (Desirable)
	DC Qualifiers
	Example 

	dc:type
	
	guideline

	dc:format
	
	document

	dc:subject 
	
	Grey Literature 
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