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Training the Experts - Developing
a training program for critical care
paramedics

Introduction

Training and maintenance is key in the pre-hospital critical care environment. But without
national guidance, how do we ensure that these teams are prepared for high-risk low-
frequency incidents?

There is limited evidence to support the concept of paramedic-delivered prehospital critical
care and even less on the training that is required outside of an ACP qualification, which is
mainly focused on in-hospital delivery.

Ensuring the competence and confidence of practitioners in this critical area is essential to
patient safety and the use of lifesaving interventions.

An Integration of Academic Study and Clinical Practice

e Postgraduate Certificate (ACP programme or other)
e Exposure to critical care
e Training to develop ‘assist’ skills for
e surgical skills
e enhanced drugs
1-2 CEIR e advanced airway management.

Trainee

e Development of skills and knowledge
e Mapping against the CCP scope of practice

Level 1 e ACP

2 —4 years

e Qualified Critical Care Paramedic
e 12-month support period of additional monitoring
* Followed by maintenance skills and competency

Level 2

Using a student/practitioner pedagogical approach to allow greater student autonomy
within clinical development and maintenance of knowledge and skill.

Each stage has a program of internal and external study mapped against the Midlands Air
Ambulance Educational frameworks, which is inspired by the ACP and PHEM curriculums.

Supported by

In-house clinical Courses Clinical Support

- Surgical Skills - Educational supervisors
- Pre-hospital ultrasound - Clinical supervision

- PHEM Transter - Hospital placements

- PHEM Maternity and Neonatal - Academic support
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